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On Aug. 18, the UN Observer Mission in El Salvador (ONUSAL) announced that its campaign to
confiscate all weapons still held by the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) has
concluded. ONUSAL launched the collection program after the May 23 explosion of a secret FMLN
arms cache in Managua, Nicaragua. Said ONUSAL chief Augusto Ramirez Ocampo, "We now
believe that the FMLN's military structure has been completely eliminated." The Salvadoran peace
accords, signed in January 1992, committed the FMLN to completely disarm and dismantle all its
military structures by Dec. 14, 1992. Just prior to that deadline, UN Secretary General certified
that the FMLN had effectively concluded disarmament. The certification paved the way for the
FMLN's legalization as a political party, since the Salvadoran constitution bans all armed groups
from receiving legal party statutes. But investigations carried out in the wake of the Managua
explosion revealed an extensive network of hidden arms caches which the FMLN had stashed
away in violation of the peace accords. FMLN leaders said they held onto the weapons due to fear
that the government would not follow through on its commitments under the peace accords, in
particular those regarding reforms in the military and the domestic security apparatus. ONUSAL
chief Ramirez Ocampo said he was satisfied by the degree of cooperation the UN observers received
from the former rebels in locating the caches and assuring destruction of weapons stocks. According
to Ramirez Ocampo, between Dec. 15, 1992, and August of this year, the FMLN turned over a total
of 128 weapons caches. Of these, 109 were located in Salvadoran territory, 14 were in Nicaragua,
and the remaining five in neighboring Honduras. During the same period, he added, ONUSAL
personnel supervised the destruction of 9,851 rifles and pistols; 379 artillery pieces, such as rocket
launchers; four million rounds of ammunition; 9,228 hand grenades; 5,107 kg. of explosives; and
63 communications devices. The ONUSAL chief warned that additional weapons are still likely to
turn up in the future. He called on the government to enact strict gun control legislation to help
regulate and collect weapons which remain in the hands of civilians. In addition, he noted that
the armed forces have still not collected almost 900 guns issued to non-military personnel during
the course of the 12-year war. Meanwhile, on Aug. 18, FMLN leader Miguel Saenz charged that
over 7,000 weapons confiscated by the army from FMLN forces during the war have never been
accounted for. Despite repeated insistence by the FMLN, the army has adamantly insisted it has no
obligation to reveal what became of those weapons. Saenz said the former rebels fear the army will
now plant some of these confiscated weapons in fake caches as part of efforts to destroy the FMLN's
credibility and undermine its potential support among voters in the upcoming general elections,
set for March, 1994. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, United Press International, 08/18/93; Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 08/18/93, 08/19/93)
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